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What can Joseph's story teach

Christians about forgiveness? "'
3 Wi, die

Genesis 45:1-15 (NIV)
"Then Joseph could no longer control himse'” _<rore all hit

attendants, and he cried out, “Have ever _.ie leave1 orest .
So there was no one with Joseph w* .che madv . ¥ it “knc mto
his brothers. 2And he wept so lo .y th=" *he Egy, iaus neard him
and Pharaoh’s household hear aboutit. *Jv “nhsaid* ..
brothers, “l am Joseph! Is p~ rath~r still1 ng?” P _.us brothers
were not able to answer b™ (, be ar~ “hey wr . cerrified at his
presence. ‘Then Joseph aid to his h+ .her , ‘Come closet ..
When they had done sr ne said, “l am yr . brother Joseph, e cne
you sold into Egypt! °/ «d now, do nott distresse” 1d do not be
angry with yourselve or sellingmet re, because it was to save
lives that God sent r :ahead of you For two years now th~ _.as
been famine in the' nd, and for the ext five yeare *' ... will be ~
plowing and reapin ’But God sen’ ne ah~~ i youto~ serve
for you aremnant ¢ earthandtr’ _ yourliveshya .

n

deliverance. *So tt n, it ..ot you who ‘ehere, '« 1
He made me fath~ _ ~naraok ' ofhis i “usehc 'nc
ruler of all Egypt. "Now hur  .ack .omyfa :ra. ayto,

‘This is what your son Jose, =7 "ad ha “ov‘ord urall

Egypt. Come down to me; dontaela, You alllive in the =
of Goshen and be near me—y- “ildren and ~ _.cnildren,
your flocks and herds, and all yu.. i.ave. "1 iovide for you
there, because five years of famir~ _ sall. ~ome. Otherwise
you and your household 2=~ .. who belong to y. _ ill become
destitute. '"*You can .ce for, urselves, and so can ... “rother
Benjamin, that it is really | who . ~ speaking to you. *Tell my ...
about all the honor accorded me il. “pt and about everythirn vou
have seen. And bring my father down . = quickly.” *Then h

threw his arms around his brother Benjami.. ~d wept, and
Benjamin embraced him, weeping. °And he kiss. ' ~'" his browers

_utl
-

uny’

' N exper __ed unfair treatment? )
and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with 1. -
N
Mk Does forgiving someone mean that
i ?
Christians believe that God can bring good out of difficult what they did was acceptable? .
situations. Joseph's story suggests how forgiveness, trust U.se what you have leamned from the passage to explain your
and faith can lead to new beginnings. ) )

wu.. « < the passage tell us?
e 'Mhat diu. ~eph reveal to his brothers?
« "'2ow did his bre “ers react?
~ “hat does Joseph . “about God's part in what happened?
"What evidence sugges. Joseph had forgiven them?
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|Whaf migh. e passag
. v tdc . Joseph's

_an?

n-

‘tell us abnut his character?

W doy. ‘hir" Joscpn choe~ "~ orgive his brothers?
~wW mighy _.as storv® ,, christia 5 understand what God
s like?
J
N

l .. iat might this .ear or Christi- .s today?

e How mi~ .cthis story . e’ _e a Christian's choices when
-one has . rt them?

e Inwha. va ;mig.tfr jiveness be difficult?

Shric 'ans for .ve and still remember what happened?
e Y w nighttk"_ story give hope to people who have
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